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TO THE ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND DINING

By AllISON PlITT

Currently displaying his artwork in a 
group show at dm contemporary gallery in 
Manhattan, Jackson Heights artist Eung Ho 
Park explores his life existence and his expe-
rience as an immigrant through a series of 
drawings called “Root Series.”

The theme for the drawings developed 
when the artist was walking 
through a park in Brook-
lyn and found an uprooted 
tree trunk. Bringing the 
tree trunk back to his stu-
dio, Park contemplated the 
subject matter in light of his 
upbringing in Woonchun, 
South Korea.

“Why this particular 
shape or form of tree trunk 
was interesting to me, I fig-
ured out later it was shaped 
like a ginseng root that I’m 
familiar with in Korea,” Park recounted. 
“Ginseng is used to make healthy tonic herbs. 
I grew up eating those ginseng roots because 
I was a physically weak person when I young-
er, so I was encouraged to eat it.”

Describing his drawings in the style of 
“conceptual minimalism,” Park adheres to 
the minimalist aesthetic of thin lines to cre-
ate the impression of simplicity. In terms of 
to conceptualism, he focuses his artwork 

around the idea of roots and delves into its 
various meanings.

First, Park tries to convey to the viewer 
the evolution of life as represented by the cir-
cular path of the trunk’s roots.

“Transformation is my way of doing my 
work at this moment,” he explained. “‘Trans-
formation’ meaning how we grow old — 
from infancy to adolescence to adults 

and so forth. Your body 
changes and your mind 
changes as well. I think 
it’s about dealing with 
death, birth and in-be-
tween.”

Park also attempts to 
express the concept of people 
being uprooted from their 
homelands to immigrate to 
other places. He depicts the 
struggles of immigrants and 
he likens their experience to 
“landing on your two feet 

and being expected to walk.”
“When I came to the United States in 

the early 1970s, there was a TV series called 
‘Roots.’ I have the book by Alex Haley and he 
talks about his ancestors and the generations 
of slavery,” Park recalled. “My struggle is no 
comparison to African Americans when they 
came to America. They came forcefully and 
my family came freely, but coming here was 
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The roots of life

Jackson Heights artist examines
the foundation of life through

simple expressions

A closeup of one of the 
ink drawings (l.) now on 
display at dm contempo-
rary. Eung Ho Park says 
each piece took him sev-
eral days to create. 
Photos by Christina Santucci



Tim
esL

edger, m
ay 19-25, 2011 

Ne

43

challenging. We have lan-
guage barriers to overcome 
and cultural misunder-
standings to face.”

After deciding to move 
to the United States for bet-
ter educational and eco-
nomic opportunities, Park’s 
family settled in Portland, 
Ore. He later became inter-
ested in becoming an artist 
when he studied painting at 
the Pratt Institute in New 
York City.

Since graduating in 
1984, Park has stayed in the 
area to concentrate on cre-
ating his artwork and par-
ticipating in exhibitions. 
He is best known for his 
sculptures of found objects, 
such as the piece “I’m Look-
ing at You,” in which he 
paints bottle caps to form a 
collection of colorful eyes.

Besides the personal 
contentment of seeing his 
work exhibited and appre-

ciated throughout the Unit-
ed States, it was a recent 
talk Park gave at Long Is-

land University’s C.W. Post 
campus on Long Island that 
made his work all the more 
meaningful.

“I get feedback from 
students, especially if 
they’re liking one thing,” 

he observed. “They under-
stand where I’m coming 
from and what I’m trying 
to do with my artwork and 
that is very fulfilling, very 
satisfying.”

Eung Ho Park’s draw-
ings will be showing at dm 
contemporary at 39 E. 29th 
St. in Manhattan till June 
10. For more information 
about Park’s artwork and 
upcoming exhibits, contact 
him at eunghopark@aol.
com or at 718-507-1434. You 
can also visit his website at 
eunghopark.com.
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Eung Ho Park stands beside one of five pieces now on display at 
dm contemporary in Manhattan. Photo by Christina Santucci

Every Table has a Marina side View of Manhasset Bay

open for lunch & dinner 7 days a week

directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make first  left onto Manhasset Ave. 
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make first let onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Join us for our 2011 season

waterside restaurant
At the Manhasset Bay Marina

waterside restaurant

serving a mix of modern american cuisine with global influences.
“La Motta’s…it’s as seaside as they come…with its open-air decks, umbrellas, ships wheel and lanterns, and spiffy servers 

in nautical uniforms…serving generous portions of dishes created with high quality ingredients.”     — New York Times

live 
Music 
friday 
nights

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 
www.lamottas.net

ouTdoor Tiki Bar oVerlookinG a BeauTiful BoaT Marina

Al Fresco Dining • inDoor & outDoor seAting
reservAtions AccepteD • cAsuAl elegAnce • cAtering AvAilAble

Dealing with death, 
birth and in-between

Mekong East 43-13 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361

718-357-6860vietnamese Restaurant

guide toD N NG

Castel’ Mare RistoranteCastel’ Mare Ristorante
F i n e  N o r t h e r n  &  S o u t h e r n  I t a l i a n  C u i s i n e

21-64 Utopia Pkwy., Whitestone • 718-352-6738
Hours: Tues. thru Thurs. 4pm-10pm, Fri & Sat. 4pm-11pm, Sun. 1pm-10pm

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361 • 718.229.5319

Mediterranean 

Grill

Eat In - Take Out

DELIVERY

160 - 24 Willets Point Road  ~  Whitestone, NY 11357

718.281.4210/11

Open 6 Days

Closed Mondays

11:00 am - 11:00 pm

Catering Available

M
ASK FOR OUR DAILY SPECIALS

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

718.281.4210 or 4211

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

PH: (718) 229-2367 • FAX: (718) 229-3066
www.bensdeli.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

718-225-4700
www.auntbellasrestaurant.com

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

The Original Cascarino’s
14-60 College Point Blvd. College Point, NY

718-445-9755
www.OriginalCascarinos.com

231-10 Northern Blvd. Douglaston, NY
718-229-8686

www.mizumi-ny.com

Ducale Ristorante Italiano
12-53 150th St. Whitestone, NY • 718-767-4699

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

181-08 Union Turnpike, Flushing • 718-380-1918
Hours: Mon-Thurs 11:30am–11:30pm • Fri 11:30am–Midnight

Sat-11:30am–12:30am • Sunday Noon–11:30pm

BEN’S     BEST TM

A 60 YEAR               LEGEND

The Original

96-40 Queens Blvd, Rego Park
1-800-BENS BEST • 718-897-1700

www.bensbest.com

FRESH & Exotic Fare
featuring sushi and so 

much more

254-04 Northern Blvd. 
Little Neck

718-225-3311

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY • (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com


